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Castle of QtrantO) the book was written at a time when Mrs,
Radcliffe had made a name for herself with The Sicilian
Romance and The Romance of the Forest. Her influence is
paramount in the technique and the general atmosphere of
Stephen Cullen's story. Deep forests, stupendous mountains
full of an awful solemnity, cataracts and thundering water-
falls, sighs, groans, and figures that suddenly vanish, are all
present here. The period of action is fixed in Spain in the
days of Peter the Cruel, but the only medieval colour is the
mention of armour and, on one occasion, the possibility of
a single combat. The main concern of the author is the
creation of terror and suspense, and not historical accuracy.
In this again The Haunted Priory illustrates "The Parting of
Ways," mentioned in the last section. Stephen Cullen's aim
was to write a "Tale of Terror." The Middle Ages do not
interest him beyond the fact that they provide beautifully
gloomy castles, criminal monks, banditti and the Inquisi-"
tion. What chiefly engrosses his attention is the desire to
mystify and to terrify his readers; medievalism is merely a
tool. From this point of view Stephen Cullen is carrying on
the tradition of Mrs. Radcliffe. It is only on the supernatural
side that he deviates from her methods, and here The Castle
of Otranto is once more the inspiration and the model. That
phase of Horace Walpole's tale which had been neglected by
Mrs. RadclifFe is also brought to the forefront. The divine
agency is rather moralized; it is more sanctimonious than
superstitious, but as we pointed out in an earlier part of this
essay, the supernatural was employed in the majority of
Gothic novels in this century to fulfil "extraordinary provi-
dential purposes." As a contemporary summary of its func-
tions we may quote from the "Prolegomena" to Tales of
Terror! or. More Ghosts (1802): "A Ghost is supposed to be
the spirit of a person deceased, who is either commissioned
to return for some especial errand, such as the discovery of a
murder; to procure restitution of lands or money unjustly
withheld from an orphan or widow; or having committed
some injustice whilst living, cannot rest till that is redressed.
Sometimes the occasion of spirits revisiting this world is, to
inform their heir in what secret place or private drawer in an